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The Institute of Chartered Shipbrokers 
Qualifications  . Education . Networks 

 
 

The Institute of Chartered Shipbrokers is the professional body for all members of the commercial shipping 

industry worldwide. 

The Institute was founded in 1911 and awarded a Royal Charter in 1920. 

The Institute of Chartered Shipbrokers sets and examines the syllabus for membership, providing the shipping 

industry with highly qualified professionals. 

The Institute of Chartered Shipbrokers is the only internationally recognised professional body in the commercial 

maritime arena and it represents shipbrokers, ship managers and agents throughout the world.  
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Networks 

The Institute network counts 27 branches in key locations and over 4,000 individual Members and Fellows. 

In support of its students, the Institute also operates through its 14 International Teaching Centres and organises 

Exam Centres in over 160 locations worldwide. 

The Institute continues to grow with 12 Recognised Partners joining the family recently. 

 

  

  

 

 

Membership 

Members of the Institute of Chartered Shipbrokers are an internationally recognised network of shipping 

professionals who have proven knowledge, competence and understanding of the broad spectrum of 

shipping business and who continuously work to improve professional and ethical standards in the industry. 

Members of the Institute are committed to maintaining the highest professional standards across the 

shipping industry and, as part of a professional body, members enjoy the benefits of an enhanced career in the 

shipping industry. 

The letters MICS and FICS mark a point of difference in a very difficult and ever changing service sector which 

remains dependent on the knowledge and trust of its key decision makers. Fellows (FICS) are entitled to use the 

protected title ‘chartered shipbroker’. Governments across the world seek the Institute's opinion on relevant 

shipping issues. 
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The Institute’s Qualifications  

>  14 Foundation Diplomas  

>  14 Advanced Diplomas 

>  Individually tailored Professional Qualification leading to membership [PQE] 

Foundation  

Diploma in: 

1. Foundation Diploma in 
Dry Cargo Chartering 

2. Foundation Diploma in 
Ship Operations & 
Management 

3. Foundation Diploma in 
Ship Sale & Purchase 

4. Foundation Diploma in 
Tanker Chartering 

5. Foundation Diploma in 
Liner Trades 

6. Foundation Diploma in 
Port Agency 

7. Foundation Diploma in 
Logistics & Multi-modal 
Transport 

8. Foundation Diploma in 
Port & Terminal 
Management 

9. Foundation Diploma in 
Offshore Support Industry 

10. Foundation Diploma in 
Shipping Law 

11. Foundation Diploma in 
Marine Insurance 

12. Foundation Diploma in 
Shipping Finance 

13. Foundation Diploma in 
Economics of Sea 
Transport & International 
Trade 

14. Foundation Diploma in 
Legal Principles in Shipping 
Business 

Advanced  

Diploma in: 

1. Advanced Diploma in    
Dry Cargo Chartering 

2. Advanced Diploma in   
Ship Operations & 
Management 

3. Advanced Diploma in   
Ship Sale & Purchase 

4. Advanced Diploma in 
Tanker Chartering 

5. Advanced Diploma in  
Liner Trades 

6. Advanced Diploma in   
Port Agency 

7. Advanced Diploma in 
Logistics & Multi-modal 
Transport 

8. Advanced Diploma in     
Port & Terminal 
Management 

9. Advanced Diploma in 
Offshore Support Industry 

10. Advanced Diploma in 
Shipping Law 

11. Advanced Diploma in 
Marine Insurance 

12. Advanced Diploma in 
Shipping Finance 

13. Advanced Diploma in 
Economics of Sea  
Transport & International 
Trade 

14. Advanced Diploma in   
Legal Principles in Shipping 
Business 

Professional Qualifying 
Examinations (PQE) 

 

The PQE leading to Membership form the pinnacle of the Institute qualification. Completion of a combination of 

exams [personally chosen by each candidate] is an illustration of one's developed knowledge and understanding of 

the commercial shipping industry. While Diploma programmes include two subjects and exams, the Institute top 

structured programme is formed through the successful completion of seven exams. Candidates typically take 

around two to three years to complete the PQE programme, and only three to four months for a Diploma.  
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 Syllabus 

The Institute syllabus for its Professional Qualifying Examinations (PQE) is designed to examine students on a wide 

range of commercial shipping activity. 

 

Compulsory Papers for PQE 
 
These papers are compulsory because they 
represent the fundamental underpinnings of all 
activity within the commercial shipping 
industry: 

 

• Introduction to Shipping 

• Legal Principles in Shipping Business 

• Economics of Sea Transport & International 

Trade  

• Shipping Business 

Specialism Papers  
 
Specialism papers cover a wide range of practical 
shipping disciplines in considerable detail: 

 

 

• Dry Cargo Chartering 

• Ship Operations & Management 

• Ship Sale & Purchase 

• Tanker Chartering  

• Liner Trades  

• Port Agency  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Logistics & Multi-modal Transport 

• Port & Terminal Management 

• Offshore Support Industry 

• Shipping Law 

• Marine Insurance 

• Shipping Finance 
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Shippingbooks.com 
The Institute publications  

The Institute of Chartered Shipbrokers books are reference manuals for the industry.  Universities and firms around 

the world acquire the whole series as text books and as reference manuals for their libraries. 
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The Passport to the Shipping World 

Our Qualifications are the Passport to access a world of opportunities  

in the maritime sector. 

   
  

 
Institute of Chartered Shipbrokers 

Warwick House 

65-66 Queen Street 

London EC4R 1EB 

United Kingdom 

T +44 (0)20 7357 9722 

E education@ics.org.uk  

 

  www.ics.org.uk 
 

http://www.ics.org.uk/

